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P r eface
This book holds the results of a Critical Analysis (CA) that was accomplished
on the book of Revelation as a decoding effort. The purpose was to decipher
the extensive symbology and imagery used by Jesus Christ, through the
Apostle John, to communicate with the first century Christian audience.
They were enduring a considerable amount of persecution that varied in
its intensity throughout the first century from both the Jews and Romans
in the early part of the century to primarily the Romans, after the 69 to 70
AD timeframe.
There are basically six major sets of beliefs or theories regarding the
Revelation message. They are all vastly different and therefore cannot all
be correct. From personal research, I was not able to locate any attempt
to accomplish a CA type decoding effort on the book of Revelation (the
Revelation). Based on my twenty years of experience in the Department of
Defense (DoD) contractual efforts, performing CA successfully, I decided
to inflict a CA on the Revelation.
There are several key points that, when recognized and applied to this CA
effort, make a significant difference in the understanding of the Revelation
message:
 Recognize that the Revelation was for the first century Christian
audience first. Once we know what the message was to those
beleaguered souls, we can then determine how the message applies
to all generations that follow.
 The Revelation, as part of the New Testament, must be in harmony
with the other books of the New Testament, and not in conflict with
them. Remember, Jesus taught His Apostles, to include the Apostle
John, what ultimately became the writings of the New Testament.
The Revelation, also from Jesus, must, by basic logic, not be in
conflict with what He taught earlier while still on this earth.
 To unravel and unpack the Revelation, we must use the Old
Testament as a guide. The Revelation and the Old Testament cannot
be separated in terms of many prophecies and issues of the Old
xxix

Testament that are resolved and revealed in the Revelation, not the
least of which are many symbols and images in the Revelation that
came directly from the Old Testament, and in particular, the book
of Daniel.
 The use of the number 1,000 in the Revelation message must be
understood as a symbolic number as used in the Old Testament, to
show a state of affairs.
 Understanding timeframes is important. What is a long time off
and what is a short time? Time is meaningless to God from God’s
point of view. However, God understands that man lives with time
and knows time as it relates to mankind. We must be careful when
we see time references that we know how to determine whatever
differences there may be in the application of those time references.
What is literal and what is symbolic or, what is only an image.
 We know that the Revelation is coded. We are told as much in
Revelation 1:19-20; 17:1-2, 7-18; and 21:9-10. Recognizing this fact
is important. There is a difference between decoding a message
and translating a message. A coded message can be translated into
any number of different languages. However, in whatever language
the coded message resides, it is still coded and must be decoded.
My approach for serving up the results of this CA, is to give you a brief
overview of the many details first and then provide you an increasing
amount of expansion to those details as you go through the document. There
is so much to digest, this appeared to be the best way to play it out; rather
than just ask you to “open wide” and then open the fire hose on you. This
document is not laid out like most commentaries. It is more of a study. You
will need to arm yourself with some writing materials for notes and possibly
some sticky notes. There is a commentary. It is chapter 11. Before you get
to that chapter, you will need all that precedes it. Don’t get in a hurry. Your
patience will be rewarded.
God Bless.

xxx

chaPter 1

Study Guide and Overview

1

1.0

Study Guide and Overview

This document holds the results of a critical analysis (CA) decoding effort
performed on the book of Revelation (the Revelation). The document layout
is designed to provide to you, the reader, a vision of the detailed approach
applied to the CA, in order to decode the message of the Revelation directed
to the first century Christians, the primary audience. If you skipped the
Preface, please go to it and read it.
This chapter 1 provides an overview of the effort as well as a study guide
for the consumption of the CA results. Before going any further, you need
to know that this book is not laid out like most commentaries. It is, in fact,
a study. In addition, the findings are all justified with scripture, not the
theories or opinions of other, non-biblical sources.
Chapter 11 of this document is a commentary, derived from the results
of the CA. This total document, including the appendices, provides you
the significant intermediate and final output materials developed from
the CA and the basic guidelines used to perform the CA. The intent is for
you to eventually get to chapter 11, but to get there in steps. You need to
know and understand a sizeable amount of material before you jump into
the commentary. The backup materials to the commentary will allow you
to understand how the commentary came to be. I have broken all the CA
outputs down into groups for your review as you go along, in order for
you to develop an understanding of the final results of the CA. There are
a large number of intermediary study outputs that have been left out, but
summarized in the outputs you will find throughout the document. If all the
CA intermediary documentation had been included this document would
have been many times its current size. The difficulty with any study of the
Revelation boils down to the requirement to look at the book of Revelation
as a whole while breaking it down into its parts. That is, the study of its
parts in order to decode the Revelation message must be accompanied by a
parallel, iterative overview study of the whole book. In addition, the context
of the Revelation is very important.
I have used the King James Version (KJV) for this effort. Although there
are later translations than the KJV, some have taken liberties in their
translation that I did not want to include. For example, Revelation 17:1
2
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tells us the great whore “Sitteth upon many waters.” in the KJV. The New
International Version (NIV) tells us the great prostitute “Sits by many
waters.” which changes the meaning significantly as you will see in the CA.
You can, of course, compare your favorite translation of the Bible to what I
have presented if it will make it easier for you. It would not have mattered
which version I could have chosen, it would not be the favorite of everyone.

1.1

Introduction

This CA of the book of Revelation (the Revelation) is the first in a series of
critical analysis efforts, whose purpose is to show a systematic analytical
approach to Bible study, as well as imparting the information that results from
a CA. I fully admit that the Revelation falls into a worst-case category and
requires more analysis than possibly any other book in the New Testament
(NT). However, when you finish absorbing the material generated and the
outcome, I think you can see how variations of this approach can be useful
in your Bible study efforts. I, your author, am presenting this document
much like writing a letter to you. It is my sincere wish that this document
and the series that it is a part of will bring you the peace of God our Father
and confidence in Bible study.
I have been a student of the Bible throughout my life, with the Revelation
being limited because of the difficulty in making any sense of most of it,
and the large volume of documentation available to explain the Revelation
that is more confusing than the Revelation itself. While in the Department
of Defense (DoD) contract world, I prosecuted a number of significant CAs
in my professional career, where, in some cases, life and death decisions
depended on the outcome. I decided to inflict a CA on the Revelation
just to see how it would turn out. The results, I am certain, you will find
interesting.
My strong recommendation to you is to finish reading this Study Guide
and Overview (chapter 1), then read the KJV of the Revelation at least once
before studying chapters 2 through 10, and before you get into chapter 11. It
is human nature to want to go to the end of a document to see how it turned
out. Resist this if you can. The chapters that precede chapter 11 will provide
you with the classical “what, why, where, when, who, which (in some cases),
and the how” that you need in order to understand chapter 11.
Chapter 9 shows you how the outcome of the CA elements, the deciphered
symbols and images, fit into the KJV of the Revelation, to make it
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understandable. Chapter 10 is the final result in the decoded Revelation
message.
In the course of this study and its related CA, I found that the Revelation
has been studied, quoted, misquoted, used and abused by many. There are a
wide variety of positions that have been taken down through the years and
they are all different, vastly different. They cannot all be correct because
they are so different.
Possibly, one of the many positions is correct, but which one? If none of the
positions are correct, then what does the Revelation say, and to whom, and
for what purpose? And how does it apply to us today, if at all? Possibly, is
it relevant? Most important, does it matter what we believe regarding the
Revelation, or can we just agree to disagree on any of the several points of
view, positions, and theories? Remember, they are all different.
First, it must be recognized that the Revelation is a coded message that
requires decoding. We know that the Revelation was coded by verses within
it that tell us as much; look at these examples:
 Rev 1:19-20 – Jesus tells John the meaning of the seven stars and
the seven candlesticks.
 Rev 17:1-2 – One of the seven angels tells John he will explain the
great whore and her judgment.
 Rev 17:7-18 – The angel of verses 1-2, now explains to John the
mystery of the woman (great whore) and the beast that she is
sitting on.
 Rev 21:9-10 – One of the seven angels explains/shows John the
bride, the Lamb’s wife.
To decode the message requires a decoding CA. To date, a true CA of the
Revelation has not been accomplished. Or, if one has been done, it was
either difficult to impossible to locate or never published. This is not to
say that some very good commentaries have not been accomplished on
the book. There are some that are quite good at supporting their positions.
However, in order to determine which commentaries are valid and which
are not (in the eyes of critical believers), an approach is needed to garner
the truth such that bias is eliminated or reduced to an acceptable level. So,
how on earth do we do that? We do it through a well-structured CA. In
particular, a decoding CA effort is required.
As you go forward, remember that you are entering a study, not a
commentary. Don’t let the volume of details necessary to reach the end
4
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goals get you down. Take it slow and easy and keep your Bible, notepad,
and writing instrument at the ready.

1.1.1

Bible Documentation Food Chain

In order to provide a perspective on where a decoding CA appears on the
documentation food chain, review the following diagram.

Figure 1-1: Bible Documentation Food Chain
The following brief is provided to assist you in navigating this document.
The table of contents presents an outline, and each chapter, starting with
this chapter, provides information in progressively more detail. The purpose
5
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for this approach is to help you digest the information in steps, and at the
same time it will help you build a relationship in your mind that gives you
insight into the CA that was prosecuted to reach my conclusions.
You can use the table of contents to jump around in the document if you
wish. However, you will get far more out of this effort if you go through it
once as it is laid out. Once you have been through this entire study guide and
overview (chapter 1) from start to finish, read the Revelation through and
study the chapters that follow. The table of contents then becomes useful
for going back to specifics you wish to spend more time on.
The paragraph/section numbering used is to help you, as you take notes,
to be able to come back to specific points in the document as you proceed.
Notice that the first number of each paragraph/section begins with the
chapter number in which it resides.

1.1.2

What Is a Decoding Critical Analysis (CA)?

A decoding CA is an iterative process that seeks to decipher a coded
document. The process involves research and analysis of the context
surrounding the coded document, analysis of the coded document itself,
determining the codebook used, determining if there is a validation/
verification (Val/Ver) manual or not, and ultimately determining the
clues to allow the coded document to be deciphered. The Val/Ver will be
explained later.

1.1.3

Determine Root Clues for Decoding

When we have become familiar with the layout and organization of the
Revelation, we need to determine the Root Clues needed to decipher the
Revelation message. A careful review of the Revelation reveals that chapter
17 includes some valuable information necessary for us to begin identifying
the Root Clues. In fact, chapter 17 of the Revelation is the key to the entire
book of Revelation.
A Root Clue is a clue that allows us to determine the meaning of the
symbolism and imagery used to create the Revelation. In some cases a Root
Clue will provide insight to the discovery of secondary clues that we will
call Sub-Root Clues and Sub-clues. There will be further discussion on the
Root Clue determination effort in the Step #4, discussion, of section 1.2.6,
when you get to it.
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The iterative review of the Revelation will also tell us that the Old Testament
(OT) contains the symbology and imagery used in the Revelation. Root Clues
will come from the Revelation itself, the OT, and secular history. Secular
history provides us with context related to the first century Christians’
situation regarding the culture, society, religions, government, economy,
and etc. There is more discussion when you get to Step #3 of section 1.2.6.

1.1.4

Populate the Revelation Message
with Decoded Clues

Once we have accumulated all the clues we need to decipher the Revelation
message, we will make a trial replacement of coded symbols and images
with the decoded elements. The resultant trial message will allow us to
validate the message with the books of the NT to see if we have any
disparities. If we have any issues to deal with we will work them out for
a final set of decoded elements and a final rendition of the Revelation
message. The trial fit effort is shown finalized in chapter 9. The final version
of the decoded Revelation message is in chapter 10.

1.1.5

The Revelation Message to the
First Century Christians

The ultimate goal of this effort was to create the results found in chapter 10
and chapter 11. How we got there is reflected in the paragraphs/sections that
follow. Remember, the Revelation message was for the consumption of the
first century Christians, first. How it applies to all subsequent generations
(including us) comes next.

1.1.6

Summary of Critical Analysis Study Findings

The Revelation message can be summarized in six parts:
 Context.
 Message to the congregations of the kingdom of God (the seven
churches of the Roman Province of Asia).
 Provide encouragement to the first century Christians; God had
not forgotten them.
 The kingdom of God includes all the faithful from the Old Covenant
and the New Covenant, and is open to all who will accept Jesus as
their Lord and Savior and follow Him.
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 Satan will never destroy the kingdom of God (church).
 Worship God only.
As you go through this CA study, you will see these emerge.

1.1.6.1

Context

Context Information provided by John is broken down and added to selected
secular context information found in chapter 6. Below are some excerpts
that more or less summarize the context as a whole:
 The so-called Great Tribulation by some commentaries, I would
argue is the persecution experienced by the first century Christians
at the hands of the Romans. What else could be any worse than
what those poor souls were enduring? (Rev 1:6 and 9)
 The kingdom of God already existed in the first century, and at the
time John recorded the Revelation. (Rev 1:6 and 9)
 John was on the Isle of Patmos, a Roman penal island, because he
witnessed for Christ. (Rev 1:9-10)
 We know the specific emperors of Rome that were significant to
the Revelation message:










Augustus (31 BC - AD 14) — Luke 2:1
Tiberius (14 AD – 37 AD) — Luke 3:1 and John 19:15
Caligula (37 - 41)
Claudius (51-54) — Acts 11:28
Nero (54 - 68) — Acts 25:11 — (Nero beheaded the Apostle
Paul)
Vespasian (69 - 79) – Emperor when John recorded the
Revelation
Titus (79 - 81) – Before he was emperor (following his
father’s reign), he was a Roman general. Titus fulfilled
the words of Jesus in Matthew 24, when he destroyed the
Temple, Jerusalem, and scattered the Jewish Nation.
Domitian (81 - 96) – Ruled twice, 6 months in 69-70 and
81-96

 We know that the Revelation is a judgment against Rome and that
the language used is similar to, but is not specifically depicting,
the final judgment:


She is powerful (17:1, 3) – Rome!
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She is successful (17:4) – Rome!
She is arrogant and proud (17:5) – Rome!
She sits on seven hills (17:9) – Rome!
She rules the world in John’s day (17:15, 18) – Rome!
She is a terrible persecutor of God’s people (17:6;
18:24) – Rome!
She is the leading commercial power on earth (18:3; 18:1119) – Rome!
She is supported by a great military force (17:3, 7) – Rome!
She is destroyed in part by her own military power and
inner strife (17:16-17) – Rome!

Let me give you an example of how important context is. When we read in
Matthew 5:41, regarding the act of going the extra mile, it referred to the
Roman law that if a Roman soldier told someone to carry his gear, they had
to carry that gear for one mile. Jesus told his followers to not only carry the
load one mile, carry it two miles to show love for the enemy and to show
that Christians are good people and should not be looked upon as some
despicable group to be persecuted. This concept applies to us in a different
context. We too should show kindness and love to the sinful world we live
in, so as to cause the world to take a positive notice of Christ followers.
The meaning is applicable in a timeless manner. However, the context is
different in that we don’t have the Romans telling us today that we must
carry a soldier’s gear a mile (although there are some Christians living in
some countries where it would apply directly).

1.1.6.2

Message to the Congregations
of the Kingdom of God

The message to the congregations of God’s kingdom was, in short; they
were to clean up and maintain their individual assemblies. Jesus would take
care of the Romans. Refer to Revelation 2:1 through 3:22 for the following:





Do not tolerate evil individuals or evil groups.
Test and expose false teachers and do not follow their teachings.
Do not grow weary in doing good.
Do not abandon their love toward Christ and remember always
who He is.
 We must be faithful to Christ, never worship anyone or anything
other than God, even to physical death.
 There will always be tribulation in some form; it will not last
forever.
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 Do not compromise your faith or the direction that Jesus wants His
followers to go.
 Stick to the truth that Jesus taught, stay the course.
 Do not experiment with sin, to better “understand” it.
 Jesus will come as often as He needs to, spiritually; He will not
return physically until the end of days. And, only Father God
knows when.
 We must work constantly to gain and maintain the seven attributes
of the Holy Spirit:








Wisdom.
Understanding.
Counsel.
Might.
Knowledge.
Fear of the Lord.
Godliness.

 Christians then and now are at war with sin and the purveyors
of sin (Satan and his minions), stay the course; do not give in
(Refer to Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Peter 2:9-12; 2 Timothy 2:3-4; and
1 Thessalonians 5:8.).
 When Jesus opens doors for us to use in the spreading of His
message, we must use those doors.
 We must guard against being lukewarm towards God and His
Word, both as individuals and as congregations of His kingdom.
 We must always strive to be rich in spiritual things.
 We must set a good example to outsiders both as individuals and
as congregations of the kingdom. We do not want to be viewed as
hypocritical or sinful.

1.1.6.3

Provide Encouragement to the
First Century Christians

The main purpose of the Revelation was to provide encouragement to the
first century Christians:
 God assures them that He will not allow His kingdom to be
destroyed by Satan, using the Roman Empire as his weapon of
choice. (Rev 19:17 through 20:15)
 In Rev 1:1-9, they are reminded:
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Of the greatness of Jesus, His sacrifice on the cross, and
His resurrection.
That Jesus has seen their persecution and will come soon
spiritually to end it.
That they are a royal priesthood.
That Jesus will come spiritually and soon. And, He did.

 In Rev 1:11-20, they were told of:





Jesus after the cross. How different He is from the
sacrificial Lamb He had been. They needed to know that
their leader was of a level of greatness far above all other
leadership on earth.
Jesus being the first fruit of the victory over death.
Jesus having the keys to hell and death, the Romans did
not have such power.

 In Rev 4:1-11, they were told that:



The throne of the world was in heaven, not Rome.
The one “who lives forever and ever” is their God; and
Jesus is their King in contrast to the Roman emperors that
die, and were created by God.

 In Rev 6:1-17, Jesus reveals to them that:






The Trinity could act from heaven to make things occur
in the mortal world.
He has the power over the Romans.
A spiritual war was about to take place that would have
physical impact on the world they lived in; and, there
would be physical casualties.
If they experienced physical death it would bring them to
the safety of heaven and He reminds them that God hears
their prayers.

 In Rev 8:3-13, they are reminded of their ancestors being freed
from Egypt.
 From Rev 6:1 through Rev 16:17, the destruction of the Roman
Empire is depicted in thirds: the opening of the seven seals, the
blowing of the seven trumpets, and the pouring out of the seven
vials/bowls of God’s wrath.
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 Rev 17 tells of the return to persecution by Domitian and that it
would not last very long.
 Rev 18:1-19 tells of the fall of Rome.
 Rev 18:20 tells of the judgment of Rome that caused her fall.
 Rev 19:6-10 tells of the rejoicing of the extinction of Rome with a
marriage feast. The Bride of Christ has been made ready for Christ
through the righteousness of the saints. The saints of the kingdom
of God in the first century are the first fruits of the kingdom.
 Rev 19:17 through Rev 20:15 tells of the destruction of the enemies
of God and the rejoicing in heaven with those that gave their
physical lives to preserve the kingdom.
 Rev 21:1 through Rev 22:5 tells of a new heaven and new earth
brought about by the removal of the Roman Empire from the old
heaven and old earth.
 Rev 22 reminds them that Jesus will come spiritually soon to bring
the judgment down on Rome. And He did.

1.1.6.4

The Kingdom of God Includes all the Faithful
From the Old Covenant and the New Covenant

The kingdom of God includes all the faithful from the Old Covenant and
the New Covenant, and is open to all who will accept Jesus as their Lord
and Savior and follow Him. The following depict the kingdom of God being
inclusive of the followers from both covenants:
 The woman and child being confronted by the red dragon, Satan
(Rev 12:1-17).
 The 144,000 and Mount Zion (Rev 14:1-20).
 Marriage of the Lamb (Rev 19:6-16).
 New heaven and new earth (Rev 21:1 through 22:5).

1.1.6.5

Satan Will Never Destroy the
Kingdom of God (Church)

In order to understand the state of affairs of Satan, regarding the judgment
against Rome, we must look at Revelation 20:1-10, and in particular grouped
as verses 1-3 and 7-10.
Clearly chapter 20 is not dealing with the end of days as the main subject.
It mentions how some will be dealt with when the end of days occurs. But,
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the main point here is what happens to those that die physically/mortally as
a result of the persecution of the Romans and the judgment against Rome.
Verses 1-3 deals with an overview of how God takes Satan out of action
while God prosecutes the war against Rome. God is stopping Satan’s
communications with his mortal army, the nations of the Roman Empire
(God will not allow Satan to “deceive” them any longer). God will use them
as part of His plan to destroy Rome and He doesn’t want Satan interfering.
The incarceration for 1,000 years means Satan is out of commission until
the defeat of Rome is complete. Additionally, at the time Rome’s defeat is
complete, so will Satan’s defeat be complete using Rome as his weapon
against the first century church (kingdom). When Rome has been destroyed,
God will release Satan for a “little season” or a “little while.” The little while
is the time from the defeat of Rome until the end of days. We are living in
the “little while” now.
Verses 7-10 picks up where verse 3 left off. Verse 3 was an overview
statement regarding Satan. He would be released for a short time. Verse 7
restates verse 3 as an introduction to verses 8-10.
Verses 8-10 tells John, and us, that Satan will not stop attempting to destroy
the kingdom of God (the church) for as long as he is free to roam. At this
point John is being shown a generic vision of Satan’s activities in the
future, after the Roman Empire government is gone. John is being told by
the vision that Satan will continue to use any nation or group of nations
to continually attempt to destroy the church (the kingdom). The Gog and
Magog means any and all nations. This is a generic much like we might
say today, “any Tom, Dick and Harry.” That is, Gog of Magog figuratively
depicts whoever happens to be the current enemy of God’s people. That is
how Gog of Magog was used in Ezekiel 38.
So, in verse 8, Satan will be out to deceive the nations once again. He will
gather them from anywhere he can, and they will be many.
Verse 9 says that he will surround the kingdom of God (the church) and
continue to attempt to destroy the kingdom of God. However, God’s promise
to those first century Christians is that He will never allow Satan to destroy
the kingdom of God. He will always defend and protect His kingdom.
Verse 10 tells John, and us, that ultimately, Satan will face his own end at
the end of days where he will experience his second and final death, along
with all the beasts he has used to work his wickedness, that have preceded
13
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him, in the lake of fire. He, and they, will be tormented day and night forever
and ever.
Verses 7-10, are also saying that God will defend the kingdom (church)
against any future Babylon or Rome or Egypt or etc. The reference to Gog
and Magog, as we have discussed earlier, means any future assault on the
kingdom (church) by anyone.

1.1.6.6

Worship God Only

Refer to Revelation 14:7, 19:10, and 22:8-9. These verses tell us and the first
century Christians that the gospel of God is eternal and will be proclaimed
to all who dwell on earth; and that all should fear the living God and
worship only Him. The deities of Rome and the emperors did not create
the universe and all that is within it; God did. Twice an angel rebuked John
when John attempted to fall at the feet and worship.

1.2

What Is a Decoding Critical Analysis?

First, we need to do some basics. It isn’t necessary to go frustratingly deep
into what a CA is, however, you should at least understand the basics.
A decoding CA is an iterative process that seeks to decipher a coded
document.

1.2.1

Summary

The CA process involves research and analysis of the context surrounding
the coded document, analysis of the coded document itself, determining the
codebook used, determining if there is a validation/verification manual or
not, and ultimately determining the clues to allow the coded document to
be deciphered.

1.2.2

Examples of How a Critical Analysis Is Applied

A CA is the investigation and evaluation of the elements associated with:
 Hardware end item design (aircraft, water vessel, vehicle,
computer, etc.).
 Computer software design.
14

The Angel’s Riddle

 System design made up of hardware and software.
 Documentation set covering various subjects that might need to
be classified.
 Theory.
 Coded Intelligence Message or documentation set.
 Other.
In our case, the effort at hand is a coded document that provides a message.
The CA of any subject must be set up to fit the subject. For example, if a CA
is to be done for a piece of hardware, then it is necessary to know what the
purpose of the outcome is. If the hardware in question will impact safety
of flight, then the CA must address those design factors of that hardware
item that will cause flight failure. The end result of the CA in this example
is that the design is modified to cause the hardware item to fail in a “fail
safe mode” if and when it fails. If you have ever flown, you can appreciate
this attention to detail provided by aircraft designers.
If the CA is to be accomplished on a documented theory of some sort then
the set up required must address whether the theory is based on sound
logic, or not. In our situation we will be dealing with a document coded
with symbology and imagery that has something to say, a message. The
approach in our case would be somewhat like the efforts used to break
codes in World War II or the current day efforts used in our intelligence
community, without the heavy lift of computer assistance.

1.2.3

What’s the Difference Between
Decoding and Translation?

Refer back to the diagram in section 1.1.1, Bible Documentation Food
Chain (Figure 1-1), above. The following discussion will provide the insight
needed to fully understand the difference between translating material from
one language into another language and deciphering coded material.

1.2.3.1

Documentation Food Chain

Note, in Figure 1-1, that the study materials and commentaries are the
last elements in the food chain. Decoding and translation precedes the
study materials and commentaries. Why is that? Logic would tell us that
we cannot create study materials and commentaries until or unless we
have the source materials (the Bible, for instance) translated and decoded
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(as necessary) first. If you cannot read it in a language you are fluent in,
you cannot understand it. If it is coded, you can read it, but you cannot
understand it without decoding it first.
In order to provide a perspective of where CA appears on the food chain,
consider the following. Manuscripts in ancient Greek, Hebrew, or any
ancient language, must be translated into a modern language, in order
for the ultimate consumer of the translated material to be able to use it.
At the point we, the students and readers, are able to use a Bible in our
native language, then it is possible to create related study materials and
commentaries or prosecute a CA to decode materials that require decoding,
such as the Revelation.
Commentaries accomplished on the various books of the NT are relatively
straightforward because the text is easy to read and allows us to at least
understand the crux of the message. The Revelation is the exception. The
Revelation is a coded message. There is a step that must be accomplished
prior to attempting to develop a commentary on the Revelation, a decoding
effort, a CA. Once the book is decoded and the message to the first century
Christian is known, commentaries can then be written to help Bible students
understand how the Revelation complements the other books of the NT, not
be in opposition to those books. Commentaries should be telling us how
the message to the first century Christian does or does not apply to us, just
as commentaries on the other books convert the context of the first century
into a message the rest of us, down through time, can relate to or better
understand.

1.2.3.2

Decoding

Commentaries attempt to bring clarity to the Revelation predicated on the
assumption that the Revelation is already relatively clear to understand
as opposed to the Revelation being a coded message. The commentary
development effort is a valid effort on any other book of the NT. However,
the Revelation must be decoded first before a useful commentary effort
can be accomplished. Commentaries on the other books come closer to
universal agreement than commentaries on the Revelation. Again, the fact
that the Revelation is coded is what makes the difference.
In order to determine the message of the Revelation to the first century
Christians, the primary audience, we must first determine a few things that
will allow us to find the clues on which to unravel (decode) the symbology
and imagery used in the vision that the Apostle John recorded, from Jesus
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Christ. The discussion elements that follow will help us to decode the
Revelation.

1.2.4

Purpose

We must constantly keep in mind that the ultimate purpose of this CA, of
course, is to determine the message of the Revelation to the first century
Christians. Then, and only then, do we need to determine what parts of the
message apply to us today and beyond.

1.2.5

Basic Elements

The basic elements of a CA consist of ground rules, setting up a systemic
process, and analyzing the coded document (in our case) for:
 Any internal clues.
 Clues to what the codebook might be.
 Clues to developing or finding an existing validation/verification
manual.
 Clues for setting up the related context.
The following ground-rules were developed and used to keep the CA
on track. Your part in this task is to understand why we needed these
ground-rules.
If you are not a Christian, then these ground-rules probably make no
sense. If you are an atheist, these ground-rules absolutely make no sense.
If you are a Christian, then you will quickly understand the importance of
these ground-rules. This entire CA is directed at Christians that want to
understand this part of the Bible that has eluded their understanding up to
this point in their lives. For example, only a Christian would agree that the
Bible scriptures are inspired of God, and that scripture does not disagree
with itself. The other ground-rules are necessary to keep us from running
off on tangents or violating the basic tenets of a CA. The ground-rules then,
are as follows:
 We agree that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, all of it,
including the book of Revelation.
 We agree that scripture does not disagree with itself.
 We agree to use scripture outside of the book of Revelation to
evaluate points of contention regarding the Revelation. That is, we
17

James V. Head

will adhere to the following direction provided in scripture, about
scripture:










Used for teaching. [2 Tim 3:16]
Used for reproof. [2 Tim 3:16]
Used for correction. [2 Tim 3:16]
Used for training in righteousness. [2 Tim 3:16]
Scripture is sacred. [2 Tim 3:15]
The use of scripture, by a follower of God, makes that
follower complete and equipped for every good work.
[2 Tim 3:17]
Scripture is inspired of God. [2 Peter 1:16-21]
Used to test spiritual messages and discover false teachers.
[1 John 4:1-4]

 We agree that the OT will be used to decode the Revelation, due
to its heavy connection to and use of OT language symbology and
imagery (justification for this is shown later).
 We agree that if something is stated in the book of Revelation that
someone (including ourselves) interprets to mean something in
opposition to scripture outside of Revelation, the interpretation is
wrong and we must seek a different interpretation; to include, “we
don’t know”.
 We agree to establish the context of the book of Revelation in
terms of the history of the time in which it was written and the
circumstances associated with the first century Christians; what
the culture was like, timelines, key secular players, etc. We will
not let our evaluation and analysis disregard the context in which
the book was written.
 We agree to first determine what the message was to the first
century Christians prior to any effort related to what the message
might be to Christians that have come along later in time, to include
to our present time and the future.

1.2.6

Iterative Process

The CA is an iterative process that starts with a review of the Revelation to
determine the symbols and images used to code the message of the book.
The review of the Revelation identifies several steps that are necessary in
order to develop the clues used to decipher the coded message.
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Step #1: What is the codebook that was used to code the Revelation message?
As discussed in section 1.2.7, the codebook is the OT.
Step #2: If there is a validation/verification manual, what is it? The
validation/verification manual for decoding efforts is usually developed to
keep the decoding effort on course. In our case the NT is the validation/
verification manual. That is, the Revelation message must not be in conflict
with the NT message, the gospel from Jesus Christ. Remember, Jesus not
only provided the teachings to His Apostles, that later made up the NT, to
include the Apostle John, but He also provided the Apostle John with the
Revelation and its coded message. This step is further discussed in section
1.2.8.
Step #3: Predicated upon who the message was intended for, develop
the context of the Revelation message. This entails the development of a
timeline and historical context of such subjects as:







Government
Culture
Society
Religion(s)
Economy
Geographic location(s)

This step is further discussed in section 1.2.9.
Step #4: Determine Root Clues needed to decipher the Revelation message.
This starts with a specific review of the Revelation to uncover the primary
coded elements. From the primary coded elements we develop the Root
Clues that in turn allow the development of Sub-Root Clues and Sub-clues.
This step is discussed further in section 1.2.10. The Root Clue development
helps to unpack the symbology and imagery used in the Revelation.
When you get to section 1.3, it will provide additional detail for the CA
iterative process, built upon these four generic steps.

1.2.7

Determine Codebook

The OT was used as the codebook for the Revelation message, simply
because the intended audience of the Revelation message was the first
century Christians. They were familiar with the OT and would be able
to understand the use of the symbols and images drawn from it. There
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is also the use of similar descriptions for judgments and punishments in
the Revelation as used in the OT. There are over 500 OT passages with
a connection to the Revelation. Of the 404 verses in the Revelation, 278
reference the OT. Section 1.4 will provide additional detail.

1.2.8

Create or Determine Validation/Verification Manual

It is very important to recognize that the Revelation message was ultimately
given to Christians of the first century that had been brought to Christ by the
Apostles or those taught by the Apostles. The gospel taught by the Apostles,
to include John, would not be in conflict with the Revelation; nor would the
Revelation be in conflict with the gospel, the NT. Section 1.5 will discuss
this in more detail.

1.2.9

Context

The context of the Revelation has to do with the circumstances surrounding
the Apostle John while he recorded the Revelation, as well as the first
century Christians who would ultimately receive the Revelation message.
Context includes the culture of the time, the type of government, religions
and religious practices, the periods of persecution, and the situation
surrounding the first century Christians. Some of the coding is derived
from references to the Roman government, culture, religions, and etc.
Context is vital to deciphering the Revelation message. Section 1.6 will
provide additional detail.

1.2.10

Find Root Clues and Related Sub-clues

Root Clues and their related Sub-clues will, in our effort, be identified in
the Revelation itself. In particular, chapter 17 is the starting point for our
effort. Section 1.7 expands on this subject.

1.2.11

Populate Coded Message With Decoded Elements

This part of the effort entails a secondary iterative effort that consists of
taking clues that we think are valid, and making a trial fit for replacing
coded elements in the Revelation coded message. When this effort is
complete, a validation/verification effort is accomplished using the NT to
identify conflicts. If there are no conflicts, then the decoded elements are
used to populate the Revelation, replacing the symbols and images that
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were used to code the message. The resultant is a decoded version of the
Revelation message. This effort is explained in chapter 9.

1.2.12

Develop Decoded Message

This effort is a follow-on to the effort introduced in section 1.2.11 above.
This is the final step in the CA. This is the goal of our effort. The completion
of this effort is found in chapter 10, with an overview discussion.

1.3

Introduction – The Critical Analysis Used
to Decode the Revelation Message

There are twelve major tasks and their related subtasks. This detail is
included to demonstrate the methodology used and the care taken to reach
sound results. The tasks introduced below are found on Page #1 of the flow
diagram covering the CA process that is found in Appendix G and discussed
in chapter 2. The CA process is iterative until new materials and/or the
process no longer generates new or modified information.

1.3.1

Task #1: Start and Sustain CA to Completion

This task kicks the CA decoding effort off and also plays the role of continual
update and refinement to the CA process as new or modified information
and data is uncovered and analyzed. The first step of Task #1 was to
provide the flow diagram in Appendix G, along with supporting materials
and documentation. It is this task that begins the many readings of the
Revelation and adds to the initial materials and supporting documentation.

1.3.2

Task #2: Initial Effort to Kick Off the CA

Task #2 actually starts the iterative process of the CA, using the initial
outputs of Task #1. Once the process begins, Task #2, starts to receive
updates to the CA from Task #1. Six subtasks make up the task step details
of Task #2.
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1.3.3

Task #3: Determine the Codebook Used
to Develop the Revelation Message

Determining the codebook was one of the most important efforts of the CA.
It would have been easy to play off the efforts of others and just declare the
OT as the codebook used in the Revelation. However, a CA demands that
we have specific information and proof that the OT was the source of the
symbology and imagery used in the Revelation. Task #3 is the point in the
CA where that effort was accomplished.

1.3.4

Task #4: Determine the Validation/
Verification Manual

In some ways this task is similar to Task #3. The CA demands that we
provide reasons why we don’t need to develop a Validation/Verification
Manual; it is because we have the NT to fulfill that requirement. The Task
#4 effort provides the information and reasoning behind why the NT is,
in fact, the Validation/Verification Manual. Whatever we decipher in the
Revelation and put forward as the decoded message of the Revelation
cannot be in conflict with the NT books outside of the Revelation. It is for
this reason that we must view the Revelation as separate from the NT until
we conclude our effort.

1.3.5

Task #5: Identify the Coded Elements of
the Revelation Message, and Determine
Their Significance and Meaning

The effort of this task is to identify all the symbols and images of the coded
message of the Revelation. This is a separate task from developing the Root
Clues that will be discussed in some detail. The development of the Root
Clues will rely on this task effort for much of its information. An iterative
review of the Revelation led to the discovery of 204 coded elements made
up of symbology and imagery found in words, phrases, and numbers. Of
those coded elements, 50 were found to be key. Refer to chapter 7 and
Appendices A, B, C, and F for details.
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1.3.6

Task #6: Develop the Context of
the Revelation Message

Context is another key element of the CA. Without the context definition
there cannot be a CA. We must know what was going on in the Apostle
John’s day. What the Roman Empire was like in terms of its society, culture,
religions, government, and etc. Without a good definition of the context we
would never be able to understand “why” the message was necessary, “what”
its purpose was, and “how” it applied to the audience of the day. We know
from cursory review of history that the “where” was the Roman Empire
and John was on the Isle of Patmos, a penal location. We also know from
history a rough timeframe for the “when.” The information compiled here
is necessary to support the decoding effort. Task #6 provides the context.

1.3.7

Task #7: Identify the Secular Context Coded
Elements Provided by the Revelation Message

This task depends on Task #6 to provide the details from which to draw out
secular elements that fit into our CA. A good example of this is the coinage
of John’s day. There is a very common coin that has the goddess Roma’s
image on one side. It shows her sitting or reclining on seven hills, the Seven
Hills of Rome. This coin helps to understand the angel’s discussion with
John in Revelation 17, regarding the woman that John saw in the vision
sitting on seven hills. The discussion by the angel in chapter 17, I refer to
this as the Angel’s Riddle.

1.3.8

Task #8: Develop the Final Rules
and Tools for Deciphering the Coded
Revelation Message Elements

The Rules and Tools for deciphering a coded message, and in particular
the message of the Revelation, are developed from information that is
available to the code breaker, regarding usual meanings for standard and
near standard symbols and images. The Rules and Tools also contain logic
and reasoning statements that have been resolved to aid in the decoding
effort. Refer to chapter 3, CA Rules and Tools.
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1.3.9

Task #9: Develop a Detailed Breakdown of
the Revelation Message Into its Parts

The book of Revelation is arranged in chapters. For our CA, we need the
book broken down by subject. This task breaks the Revelation down by
subject. This aids in the CA effort by looking at the Revelation message
by subject.

1.3.10

Task #10: Perform a Comparative Analysis
on the Revelation Message Material

This task defines a summary of the gospel message useful for doing a
comparison effort with the six major viewpoints on the Revelation. It also
summarizes the six major viewpoints on the Revelation into the major
tenets that these six viewpoints promote that conflict with the NT, and apply
the deciphered symbols and images to the Revelation message.

1.3.11

Task #11: From the Clues and Evidence,
Decipher the Revelation Message

This is where the Root Clues are developed and applied. As the Root Clues
are applied the results are fed back into Task #10 for the main purpose of
identifying any conflicts with the NT. For the Root Clues, refer to chapter
7 and Appendix C.

1.3.12

Task #12: Identify and Evaluate the
Mainstream Theories, Beliefs, and
Doctrines Regarding the Revelation

The six major viewpoints of the Revelation are evaluated in this task using,
in an iterative process, inputs from the NT gospel summary (Tasks #10
and #11), deciphered elements of the Revelation message as they become
available, and the logic from the Root Clue effort. The conflicts that are
determined between the NT and the six mainstream viewpoints regarding
the Revelation are identified. Refer to chapter 8 for details.
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1.4

Determine Codebook

The OT must be used as the main tool for deciphering the Revelation
message. It was discovered to absolutely be the codebook for the Revelation.
Many Bible scholars confirm this discovery. According to Henry Barclay
Swete, there are 46 references to Isaiah, 31 to Daniel, 29 to Ezekiel, 27 to
the Psalms, and then Genesis, Deuteronomy, Jeremiah, Joel, and Zechariah.
There are hundreds of places where John alludes, in one way or another, to
the OT Scriptures. Swete mentions that of the 404 verses of the Apocalypse
(the Revelation), 278 contain references to the Jewish Scriptures. UBS’s
Green NT (2d ed.) cites over five hundred OT passages in connection with
Revelation. However, the book of Daniel is the area of primary interest to
us in our CA.
David Chilton makes a couple of great points –
The Apostle John’s symbols are not obscure ravings
hatched from a fevered imagination; they are rooted firmly
in the Old Testament (and the reason for their seeming
obscurity is that very fact: We have trouble understanding
them only because we don’t know our Bibles).
Thus, the analogy of Scripture (Scripture interprets
Scripture) is an important key to unlocking the meaning of
passages which we find puzzling. “The book of Revelation
depends on the Old Testament much more than does any
other New Testament book. This fact alone should warn us
that we cannot begin to fathom its meaning apart from a
solid grasp of the Bible as a whole …”
Henry Barclay Swete adds to this –
Commentators disagree as to the exact number of allusions
to the Old Testament, but agree to their prevalence
throughout.
No book of the New Testament is so thoroughly steeped in
the thought and imagery of the Hebrew Scriptures.
Gregory K. Beale tells us that –
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The range of OT usage includes the Pentateuch, Judges,
1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, Psalms, Proverbs, Song of Solomon,
Job, and the major and the Minor Prophets. Roughly
more than half the references are from the Psalms, Isaiah,
Ezekiel, and Daniel, and in proportion to its length Daniel
yields the most … Among the allusions to Daniel, the
greatest number are from Daniel 7:1.
Because the book of Revelation extends and concludes various themes,
problems, and promises, which find their basis in the OT, it is vital that we
have a working background knowledge of the OT.
Refer to chapter 4 for a complete discussion.

1.5

Create or Determine Validation/
Verification Manual

Since the NT (outside the Revelation for our CA) is the Word of God and
is generally understood regarding most of its subjects, it is imperative that
there is no conflict between the deciphered Revelation message and the
other books of the NT. It is important that we know the NT (outside the
Revelation) in order to know when the deciphered message of the Revelation
is in conflict, so we can go back to the drawing board, so to speak. Once
more, remember that Jesus gave us the NT outside the Revelation through
His Apostles, to include the Apostle John, as well as the Revelation itself.
He is part of the Trinity of God. He isn’t going to produce a conflict between
His Revelation to John and His Gospel to all His Apostles.

1.5.1

The Gospel as a Systemic Process

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a kind of systemic process. The Gospel
message is consistent and clear, at least to those that are willing to accept
the Gospel without adding other documented “faith” and “belief” elements.
I personally feel that it is a mark of hesitancy to accept the Gospel “as is”
when religious organizations feel a need to “define” the Gospel to fit their
“needs.” The results usually end up with a document or set of documents
related to any of the many denominations, that they follow first. In those
organizations the governing documentation is above the Bible and the Bible
is to them only a kind of textbook or book of reference in their walk with the
Lord. Don’t misunderstand me on this. I’m not saying we shouldn’t develop
study aids and teaching literature in order to better understand the Bible.
26

The Angel’s Riddle

However, we must not take the next step that puts that literature in the form
of a type of constitution we will use to effectively replace the Bible.
Refer to chapter 5 for more details. I have provided a set of modules of the
Gospel from the NT that together make the Gospel message what it is. I
understand that there are possibly additional elements that could be added
to those in chapter 5. However, chapter 5 contains those that were necessary
for our CA.

1.5.2

The Use of the Words – Church, Kingdom,
Congregation, and Assembly

Bible translators in the earliest translations did not use the word church at
all, ever. What the modern translations refer to, incorrectly, as the church,
should be using either assembly or congregation of the kingdom of God or
a combination, depending upon the context. Jesus came to establish His
kingdom, not a church. We have used the word church for so long, we have
come to accept it as correct. Church is a building or place; it is not people.
Jesus didn’t die to establish a place of worship. He died to establish His
kingdom, a collection of His followers. A church (location or facility) does
not follow anything. People become followers of Christ.
Refer to section 1.7.5 that follows and to section 5.2 of chapter 5 for more details.

1.6

Context

The context of the Revelation has to do with the circumstances surrounding
the Apostle John while he recorded the Revelation, as well as the first
century Christians who would ultimately receive the Revelation message.
Context includes the culture of the time, the type of government, religions
and religious practices, the periods of persecution, and the situation
surrounding the first century Christians. Some of the Revelation message
coding included references to the Roman government, culture, religions,
and etc. One other ingredient of the context could very well be that the
Revelation was coded because the subject matter could have made life even
more miserable than it was for the early Christians, if the Romans would
have understood that they were the subject of the message. After all, the
Revelation, once decoded, points a very disparaging finger at Rome. The
Romans would have classified it as a document of insurrection, punishable
by death, I suspect. To the unknowing, the Revelation reads like something
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from a deranged person to a bunch of equally deranged people. As a matter
of fact, the Roman population looked upon the Christian community as a
bunch of crazy people.
The in-depth discussion on context is found in chapter 6. When you have
gone through this Study Guide and Overview (chapter 1) once, the chapters
that follow will better fit into your mental picture of the CA as a whole.

1.6.1

Roman History Applicable to the
Revelation – Context in Time

Time context is very important in understanding the Revelation. If we don’t
know what the first century Christian’s situation or circumstances were, we
cannot possibly understand the Revelation message to them. Worse, we then
cannot determine how that message applies to us. Additionally, we need to
know the period of time in which John recorded the message. This helps us
tie the message details a bit tighter to the events that were going on while
John was exiled on Patmos.

1.6.2

Time Relationships – How Do We
Tell the Difference Between a Short
and a Long Period of Time?

An example of how the OT, and in particular the book of Daniel, helps us
understand timeframe relationships, is the definition of “the time is at hand”
from Revelation 22:10, and “a long way off” from Dan 8:26. John was told
in Revelation 22:10, to “seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book:
for the time is at hand.” In the 8th chapter of Daniel, Daniel received a vision
in 550 BC that was fulfilled less than 400 years later in 165 BC, after the
desecration by Antiochus Epiphanes, when the sanctuary was restored.
Daniel was told in Dan 8:26, to seal up the vision because its fulfillment
was not for “many days” or a long way off. Logic would tell us that John’s
“the time is at hand” is a shorter timeframe than Daniel’s “many days” that
amounted to approximately 400 years. So how do some commentators/
interpreters argue that the “the time is at hand” in the Revelation is 2,000
years and counting while the “many days” in Daniel is less than 400 years?
The decoding manual, the OT, is giving us the definition of time durations.
I’m not sure why some ignore this very simple and straightforward time
relationship evidence.

28

The Angel’s Riddle

It is pertinent at this point to look at how God sees time and how He relates
time to mankind. In 2 Peter 3:8, Peter tells us that to God 1,000 years
appear as one day and one day as 1,000 years. That is, time has no real
meaning to God (God does not literally equate one day to 1,000 years or
1,000 years to a literal one day, the 1,000 is a reflection of a state of affairs,
not literal time, time is meaningless to God). However, when God speaks
to man he does relate to time as man sees time. Mankind lives in a finite
existence, measurable by time. God is consistent in His communications
with mankind. Therefore, in Revelation 1:1-3, God is not talking to Himself;
God is talking to John, a man. Just like He was talking to Daniel, in Daniel
chapter 8, also a man. God told Daniel that roughly 400 years was “many
days.” In view of consistency and logic, when God told John “the time is at
hand” He meant that “the time is at hand” was less than 400 years.
It is this kind of attention to detail that permits us to decode the Revelation.
Remember, God told John four times that the prophecies of the Revelation
were to take place soon, as man would define soon:
 Rev 1:1, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him,
to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass.
[In other translations, “must soon take place.”]
 Rev 1:3, Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words
of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein:
for the time is at hand. [In other translations, “the time is near.”]
 Rev 22:6, And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and
true: and the Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew
unto his servants the things which must shortly be done.” [In other
translations, “must soon take place.”]
 Rev 22:10, And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. [In other translations,
“for the time is near.”]
These time relationships in the Revelation also help point to the various
scriptures in the Revelation that some want to designate as end of days. We
will address this in more detail in chapter 6.
To determine when the Revelation was written, we need to know who the
emperor was at the time of John’s vision. The discussion in chapter 6 will
help us sort this out. It is quite lengthy, so be patient as you read through it.
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